
 The land becomes bare and erosion starts. 

Bushes often take over making even less space for grass

and grazing.

When erosion happens it washes sand and soil into the

rivers.

When too many animals or livestock graze an area for too

long and don't let it recover:

Poisons need to be used responsibly and not near

water sources. 

Alien plants and trees can be removed or killed by bark

stripping, ring-barking, poisoning or chopping them

down.

They are often thirsty plants and 

consume more water than local plants. 

Alien Plants are plants that have been brought to 

South Africa from other countries. 

Alien plants can be removed using specially trained teams of

people for areas where they have taken over. This helps to create

jobs.  

Responsible burning practices can also help to

control alien plants. 

RESTORATION - activities to repair damaged or changed habitats to their 

natural condition.  

Restoring Ecosystems And Habitats

Indigenous plants - plants that naturally come from South Africa. What can we do to help 

the environment recover? 

In areas where erosion is really bad and causing

dongas, restoration teams can place heavy items such

as rocks/gabions to stop the erosion. 

*The main legislation regulating alien invasives in South Africa is the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (Act 10 of 2004)

Trees, like pine and gum trees, don't belong naturally in South

Africa. 

Remove plants that are not naturally from South

Africa (alien plants) - especially from water

catchment areas and rivers because they store

and transport water. 

This is called brush packing. 

In overgrown areas bushes can be trimmed and

branches placed on the ground to help stop erosion

and protect grasses encouraging them to grow. 

Examples are Baobab, Matumi Trees, Aloes and Marula Trees.  

They grow fast and can take over areas. 

During veld fires, alien plants burn faster and

cause more damage to the environment.

Alien plants usually do not support as many other 

plants and animals (biodiversity) as local/indigenous plants. 

When we don't use nature responsibly and take more than we need,

we don't give nature time to recover and can damage ecosystems.

Try to plant only indigenous plant

 species where possible. 

http://www.kruger2canyons.org/

