
Engage with relevant stakeholders, such as

Municipalities and Tribal Authorities, for help with

waste management.

 

Glass

Aluminium cans/tins

Paper & cardboard

Plastics

Look for this sign on things that

can be recycled

Biodegradable waste is any product that can be easily broken down naturally

by water, oxygen, the sun's rays, or microorganisms. The matter is decomposed

and will eventually return to the soil.

 Many household waste items take a VERY LONG TIME 

to breakdown or disappear in the environment:

Plastic bottles take about 450 years 

When waste is dumped in drainage

lines in the veld, it gets washed into

rivers when it rains - it doesn't

disappear. 

Throw our waste into dedicated dustbins and skips - do not litter. 

RecyclingRecycling
  

What To Do With Waste

LITTERING is when waste is not thrown away correctly -

when plastic packets, wrappers and other household waste is thrown on

the ground. This causes pollution.

Households make waste everyday - how we throw this waste away is very

important for the environment. 
What can we do to help protect the

environment and throw waste away

responsibly? 

Nappies should be disposed of at designated places

and not dumped - especially near water sources. 

Work with your community to decide where rubbish 

can be dumped safely. 

When throwing rubbish away try to:

1. First re-use the item.

2. Recycle (dispose in recycle bins).

This waste can often be used to

make compost which is good for

plants.

*The main legislation regulating waste in South Africa is the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) & Waste Act (Act 59 of 2008)

 

WASTE is unwanted or unusable materials - any object or substance that is

thrown away after use.

 Nappies/"Pampers" take about 500 years 

Plastic shopping bags take 10 - 100 years 

 Many never truly disappear but just become smaller 

and smaller pieces. These tiny plastic pieces are called

microplastics. 

Polluted water kills animals

and plants.

Polluted water is unsafe

for people and animals to

drink.

 Pollution in rivers washes

downstream affecting the

whole system and other users.

Don't use chemicals, pesticides or fertilisers near

water sources - they can pollute the water. 

Recycling is the process of collecting and

turning materials that would otherwise be

thrown away into new products. Recycling

can benefit your community and the

environment.

What can be recycled?

an environment that is not harmful to their health or

wellbeing; and

have the environment protected, for the benefit of

present and future generations by preventing pollution

and ecological degradation.

According to South Africa's Constitution, 

EVERYONE has the right to:

Reduce the amount of waste we make by limiting

what we buy or buying unpackaged goods where

possible. 

Did you know, recycling can earn money? 
Buy-back centers pay people for materials that

can be recycled into new products. 

 

http://www.kruger2canyons.org/
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/legislations/nema_amendment_act59.pdf

